
Assignment Packet for Literature Courses 
Dr. Robertson, English Department 

 
Your final grade for this course will be determined based, in part, on the major assignments listed 
below.  We will discuss each assignment in more detail in class.  You’ll find the due dates on the 
schedule portion of the syllabus and/or in Canvas (at https://canvas.troy.edu).  As the semester 
progresses, I may update some assignment instructions in the Canvas announcements, so make sure 
to check there for changes. 

 
STUDENT-INFORMATION FORM 
One of your first assignments is to complete a simple student-information form online.  You’ll find 
a link to the form in Canvas in the Regular Assignments module.     

 
FORMAT ASSIGNMENT 
Download the file called “Essay to Format.doc” from the modules section in Canvas.  Then, 
reformat the essay in the newest MLA style.  Don’t change any of the wording except on the works-
cited page, where you should also check the citations for correctness (they aren’t correct).  Check 
margins, paragraph spacing, spelling, headers, and so forth.  Place a heading on the essay in MLA 
style (your name, instructor name, class name with assignment name, date).  When you’re finished, 
turn in the file through the appropriate link in Canvas.   
 
Properly formatted, the essay is only two pages long (including the Works Cited).   
 
Grading for This Assignment 
This assignment has to be 100 percent correct for you to receive any points.  If it’s not correct when 
you turn it in, you’ll get a zero, but you’ll be able to redo it and turn it in again (through the same 
link).  The number of points you get depends on when you get the assignment correct (earlier = 
more points).  You can turn in this assignment as many times as necessary (including multiple times 
before the first due date if you want).  If your file still needs work, I’ll mention one or two things 
you need to look at in the comments, but I won’t tell you everything.  You can even bring a printed 
version to class for me to see, and I’ll mark one or two things (or more) you need to do to the file.  
If your file has comments in it such as “track changes” notes, extra lines, or irrelevant pages, those 
count against the formatting.  
 
Need Help? 
Having trouble with the assignment?  Try watching this video while you do the assignment:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gRhHJ2tnPo 

 
WEEKLY DISCUSSION 
Write ten discussion entries over the course of the semester in the Canvas section for this course.  
Your entries should deal with or evolve from the course materials in some way and should be of a 
substantial nature.  The entries might deal with material we discuss in class, with material we didn’t 
manage to cover in class, or with outside sources that you find about the class material.   
 
This assignment will not be graded based on structure, organization, grammar, and so forth.  
Instead, you’ll be graded on how substantial (in terms of length and critical thought) and timely your 
entries are.  Aim for about 300 words or more of thoughtful prose.   
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Do not merely summarize what you have read; you need to put critical thought into what you write.  
Relate the information to what you’ve read elsewhere, for example, or suggest how the material 
relates to other classes or to your personal experience.  Tell us whether you liked or disliked specific 
readings for the course.  Think of this assignment as a sort of reading journal.   

 
PRESENTATION 
Prepare a brief (about five minutes long) presentation in which you discuss material related to one of 
the topics covered in our class. I’ll either assign topics randomly or have you sign up for one. 
  
For the presentation, give us an overview of the text at hand, and then discuss how you think the 
text relates to those of the other authors whose works we’ve been reading and how you think the 
text is important as an expression of the prevailing ideas of the time.  A few questions to consider 
(though you’re not limited to these):  What does the author seem to be attempting to accomplish?  
What can we learn from the text?  How can we relate it to our lives now?  How is this text similar to 
the other materials we’ve been discussing?  What is unique about this particular text?  Does the text 
fit well with other texts from the same period?  Think of the text you’ve been assigned in terms of 
studying for the next test.  What are the major points the author makes?  Who are the characters 
involved (if any)?  
 
I encourage you to use secondary sources from the library’s databases (not from the Internet 
generally), but make sure to cite them.  
  
Your presentation should be a sort of informal lecture, and I encourage you to involve the 
audience.  Do not bring food or drink of any kind for the audience (doing so will lower your grade).  
When I grade your presentation, I’ll be looking at your preparedness, at how effectively you present 
the material, and at your source citation.  Give your presentation a logical organization that clearly 
guides your audience, and make sure to do the following: 

 Introduce yourself 
 Don’t start by saying, “I did my presentation on …” because you haven’t done your 

presentation yet!  
 Discuss the material you’re presenting. 
 Mention which sources you used (you’ll need at least one). 
 Ask if the audience has any questions, and answer as well as you’re able. 
 Upload a single-page outline of the major ideas in your presentation to the “Presentation 

Handouts” thread in the discussion board of Canvas (making sure to cite your sources). 
These will become study sheets for the next test.  Oh, and you lose a point or two if your 
handout is longer than a page.   

The date you present on your topic will depend on the topic itself.  Remember that late 
presentations lose points, just like late papers.  
 
Electronic Visual Aid Requirement.  As part of your presentation, you’ll need to show a PowerPoint 
presentation with at least seven slides.  The first slide should have your presentation title and name 
on it.  The next five slides, however, should not have any words, letters, or numbers on them.  You 
may not use videos or audio recordings for these five slides.  The only things on the five slides 
should be images.  Place any cited material on the seventh slide. 
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You have access to PowerPoint online through your Troy University e-mail account at 
https://login.microsoftonline.com/.  So that you don’t lose any points, make sure to upload your 
PowerPoint into Canvas at least 24 hours beforehand so that I can have it ready for you to project. 
 

 
ESSAY SEQUENCE 
A major part of your evaluation this semester involves the completion of what I call an “essay 
sequence,” which will consist of a bibliography, an annotated bibliography, a proposal, and an essay.  
You’ll turn in all these assignments through Canvas. 
 
Topic 
Your job will be to write a paper about the material assigned for the course.  Interpret the meaning 
of the material, and examine how it either does or does not fit with the prevailing notions of the 
time.  You might consider comparing that material with other items we read for class and/or with 
current events.  Avoid writing a great deal about the author’s life.  Also, you might find the writing 
easier if you consider some of the questions mentioned in the presentation assignment above.  The 
specific topic you write about will depend on which class you’re attending.  For survey courses, 
(ENG 2205, ENG 2206, ENG 2244, ENG 2245), the main focus of your paper needs to be the text 
you presented in class.  For upper-level English courses, check with me and/or on Canvas for the 
specifics. 
 
Bibliography 
Complete a bibliography of some of the secondary sources you think you might use in your essay (for 
our purposes the literature itself, such as in the course textbooks, counts as primary source material).  
Follow these guidelines: 
 

 Include 5 sources or more.  
 Alphabetize your entries. 
 Double-space everything. 
 Use MLA documentation style with hanging indentation. 
 Use at least three print or database sources (i.e., books, journals, magazines, etc.  General 

Internet sources usually are taboo.).  
 Try to use sources published within the last ten years.  Some exceptions to this rule are 

acceptable; ask me in advance.  The more current your information is, the better. 
 
Your best option for finding sources is the Troy library.  Look for the databases.  The last time I 
checked (20 August 2023), they were at https://my.troy.edu/libraries/databases.html. You’ll 
probably want to narrow the list to humanities and literature.  Some of the better options for you are 
(alphabetically): 
 

 EBSCO Databases Combined 
 Gale Literature 
 Humanities Source Ultimate 
 JSTOR – Arts and Sciences Collections 
 MLA International Bibliography 
 ProQuest Central 
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Never done this before?  Check the final section in this assignment packet to see what your 
bibliography might look like if it included only two sources. 
 
 
Annotated Bibliography 
Your next task is to annotate the bibliography of sources that you’re thinking about using.  If 
necessary, add or delete sources as needed, but keep a minimum of five.  How do you do this?  First, 
read the source or at least its introduction.  Then write a summary and evaluation of it as an abstract.  
Follow these guidelines: 

 Include 5 sources or more. 
 Abstracts should be 100 to 150 words each. 
 Use bold facing for the MLA citations. 
 Use plain text for the abstracts. 
 Separate entries with blank lines. 

 
Never done this before?  Check the final section in this assignment packet to see what your 
annotated bibliography might look like if it included only two sources.   
  
The samples are adapted from Charles Tennyson and Christine Fall, Alfred Tennyson:  An Annotated 
Bibliography (Athens, GA:  University of Georgia Press, 1967), 51. 
 
Proposal  
Choose a topic based on the material from the course as indicated above, and propose an argument 
for your essay.  You should focus carefully on the text you’ve chosen and relate the material to other 
works that we have discussed in class.  Remember to keep your topic narrow, and take a definite, 
arguable stand on an issue.  You’re basically trying to sell this topic to me, but I’m here to help you 
formulate it as you proceed, so you’re welcome to talk with me about your ideas prior to writing the 
proposal.   
 
Keep these guidelines in mind as you write your proposal: 

 It would be about a page long (around 300 words). 
 It should be double-spaced in MLA style. 
 You don’t have to cite any sources at this point (but you can if you want). 
 It should be two paragraphs: 

o Paragraph 1:  Announce the topic you intend to pursue for your essay.  Make 
sure to narrow the topic adequately, and tell me what your thesis might be.  
Underline the thesis. 

o Paragraph 2: Provide a general outline of the basic approach you will take to 
analyze the topic in the essay.  

 
Never done this before?  Check the final section in this assignment packet to see a sample proposal. 
 
Final Essay 
For your final paper, write and turn in a polished essay based on what you’ve learned from the 
presentation, proposal, and bibliographies.  Here are the important guidelines: 
 

 Here’s how long the essay should be: 
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For 2000-level courses: 8 pages (around 3000 words) 
For 3000-level courses: 12 pages (around 4000 words) 
For 4000-level courses: 15 pages (around 5000 words) 

 Use MLA style throughout in Times New Roman 12. 
 Make sure you have a thesis near the end of your introduction.  
 Stick with third-person throughout your text (no I, you, we, us, etc.).   
 Include a standard MLA heading and headers. 
 Double-space everything. 
 Quote and cite from each source at least once within your text.  Sources include the 

literature we’ve read (each item is a separate entry) and any outside sources you decide to 
use. 

 List each source in the works-cited section at the end (no works cited = very, very low 
grade!).  The works cited should not be annotated. 

 
You should also look at the “Extra Guidelines for Essay Writing” and the MLA Style guide from my 
Robertson’s Miscellany site.  Your paper will be graded based on the originality, clarity, and logic of 
your argument.  I’ll be looking for a clearly defined, arguable thesis and logical organization of 
paragraph structures.  In working on your thesis, think of how you would respond if you presented 
your thesis to someone, and that person asked, “So what?”  Also, remember that spelling, 
punctuation, grammar, and mechanics count as part of your grade. 
 
I’ll have you turn in a rough draft of your essay a week or so before the final version is due so that 
you can exchange peer reviews with classmates and get ideas for improvement.   
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SAMPLE DOCUMENTS 
 
Bibliography: 
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Annotated Bibliography:  
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Proposal:  
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