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The diaries of Elizabeth Inchbald 
(1753–1821) are rare and fragile 

documents which present a unique 
view of Romantic-era Britain. An 
energetic woman, Inchbald achieved 
fame as an actress, novelist, playwright 
and critic. Her career introduced her 
to a wide group of people and she 
counted William Godwin, Thomas 
Holcro�, Maria Edgeworth, Sarah 
Siddons and John Philip Kemble 
among her friends. 

Published here for the first time, 
her eleven surviving diaries are a 
fascinating vigne�e of everyday life 
in the theatrical and literary circles 
of eighteenth-century London. They 
record Inchbald’s reading habits, social 
contacts and professional activities, 
itemize her day-to-day expenditure, 
and chart the development of current 
affairs such as the Napoleonic Wars and the trial of 
Queen Caroline. 

The diaries are fully transcribed, but a sense of the 
original documents is preserved through selected 
photographic reproductions, and descriptions of 
the physical notebooks. The editorial apparatus 
also contextualises the diaries and provides 
biographical details for Inchbald and the other 
figures she encountered.

The edition will appeal to scholars specializing 
in Eighteenth-Century Studies, Romantic Studies, 
Women’s Writing and Theatrical History.

•  New transcriptions from documents held at the 
Folger Shakespeare Library,  
Washington DC

•  A sense of the original manuscript is preserved 
through selected photographic reproductions and 
descriptions of the notebooks

•  Full editorial apparatus includes a substantial 
general introduction, a chronology of 
Inchbald’s life, brief introductions to each diary, 
bibliographical guides to figures mentioned, and 
textual notes 

•  Consolidated index in the final volume

The Diaries of Elizabeth Inchbald
Editor: Ben P Robertson

The Pickering Masters   
3 Volume Set: c.1200pp: September 2007 
978 1 85196 868 8: £275/$495

Elizabeth Inchbald, from Simple Histoire (c.1795) 
Photograph courtesy of Chawton House Library
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Ordering Information
For orders outside North and South America
Turpin Distribution Services
Stratton Business Park
Pegasus Drive
Biggleswade
Bedfordshire
SG18 8TQ
UK
Telephone: +44 (0) 1767 604 951
Fax: +44 (0) 1767 601 640
email: books@turpin-distribution.com

If ordering in North or South America
Ashgate Publishing Company
PO Box 2225
Williston
VT 05495-2225
USA
Telephone toll-free (US & Canada): 
(800) 535 9544
Other enquiries: (802) 276 3162
Fax: (802) 864 7626
email: ash.orders@aidcvt.com

Contents 
Volume 1:  The Early Years on the Stage—Scotland, France, Ireland, the Provinces, and London, 1776-81
Volume 2:  The Height of Fame—Acting, Playwriting, and Novel Writing, 1782-93
Volume 3:  The Introspective Years—Drama Criticism, Napoleonic Wars, and the Queen’s Trial, 1807-20

Related titles

Eighteenth-Century Women Playwrights
General Editor: Derek Hughes

This highly successful edition contains a representative selection of eight leading eighteenth-century 
female dramatists. The fi nal volume is dedicated to Elizabeth Inchbald and contains The Widow’s Vow, 
Such Things Are, The Child of Nature, Next Door Neighbours, Wives as they Were and Maids as they Are.

‘The collection is consistently strong, each volume meets the anthology’s high standards for textual 
editing, annotation, and explication…Hughes and the volume editors are to be thanked for an 
anthology no academic library should be without.’
– Cheryl L Nixon, Eighteenth-Century Women

6 Volume Set: 1864pp: 2001: 978 1 85196 616 5: 216x138mm: £495/$840

This title is available at half price until July 2007 (£247.50/$420)
Please email your order directly to: sales@pickeringcha� o.co.uk

www.pickeringchatto.com/womenplaywrights

Women’s Theatrical Memoirs
Editors: Sharon M Setzer and Julia Swindells

The texts brought together in this ten-volume facsimile collection present the lives of some of the most 
celebrated actresses of their day. As well as off ering fascinating accounts of the late eighteenth-century 
stage, these memoirs also provide revealing insights into contemporary constructions of gender, 
sexuality and fame.

Chawton House Library Series
Part I: 5 Volume Set: c.2000pp: April 2007: 978 1 85196 861 9: 234x156mm: £450/$750
Part II: 5 Volume Set: c.2000pp: April 2008: 978 1 85196 875 6: 234x156mm: £450/$750

www.pickeringchatto.com/chawtonhouse
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