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he diaries of Elizabeth Inchbald

(1753-1821) are rare and fragile
documents which present a unique
view of Romantic-era Britain. An
energetic woman, Inchbald achieved
fame as an actress, novelist, playwright
and critic. Her career introduced her
to a wide group of people and she
counted William Godwin, Thomas
Holcroft, Maria Edgeworth, Sarah
Siddons and John Philip Kemble
among her friends.

Published here for the first time,

her eleven surviving diaries are a
fascinating vignette of everyday life
in the theatrical and literary circles
of eighteenth-century London. They

record Inchbald’s reading habits, social

contacts and professional activities, Elizabeth Inchbald, from Simple Histoire (c.1795)
itemize her day-to-day expenditure, Photograph courtesy of Chawton House Library

and chart the development of current .
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the physical notebooks. The editorial apparatus

also contextualises the diaries and provides e Full editorial apparatus includes a substantial
biographical details for Inchbald and the other general introduction, a chronology of
figures she encountered. Inchbald’s life, brief introductions to each diary,

The edition will appeal to scholars specializing lalbiloglrapt}ucal guides to figures mentioned, and
in Eighteenth-Century Studies, Romantic Studies, extua o

Women’s Writing and Theatrical History. * Consolidated index in the final volume
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General Editor: Derek Hughes

This highly successful edition contains a representative selection of eight leading eighteenth-century
female dramatists. The final volume is dedicated to Elizabeth Inchbald and contains The Widow’s Vow,
Such Things Are, The Child of Nature, Next Door Neighbours, Wives as they Were and Maids as they Are.

“The collection is consistently strong, each volume meets the anthology’s high standards for textual
editing, annotation, and explication...Hughes and the volume editors are to be thanked for an
anthology no academic library should be without.”

— Cheryl L Nixon, Eighteenth-Century Women
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The texts brought together in this ten-volume facsimile collection present the lives of some of the most
celebrated actresses of their day. As well as offering fascinating accounts of the late eighteenth-century
stage, these memoirs also provide revealing insights into contemporary constructions of gender,
sexuality and fame.
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